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multi-model ocean sink
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2.2 ± 0.4 PgC/y (IPCC 2007)
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evolution of the uncertainty through time
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Conclusions

1. The minimum useful uncertainty could be reached with the 

expansion of existing methods.

2. A better annual budget could provide early warning for 

• problems in reported emissions, or 

• unexpected responses of the CO2 sinks.

3. The cost of monitoring global CO2 is far less than the potential 

impact of exceeded emissions.




